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there shall be equality of treatment and op-
portunity for all persons in the armed serv-
ices without regard to race, color, religion 
or national origin.’’ Today, members of our 
Armed Forces come from many different 
backgrounds and cultures and are answering 
the call to service with bravery, decency, and 
resolve. 

Our Nation has long drawn strength from 
the diversity of its citizens. Groups such as 
the Buffalo Soldiers, the 442nd Regimental 
Combat Team, the Tuskegee Airmen, and 
the ‘‘Borinqueneers’’ risked their lives while 
proudly wearing the uniform of the United 
States. By performing their missions with in-
tegrity and honor, they highlighted the power 
of liberty, helped open the door of oppor-
tunity, and earned the respect and admira-
tion of a grateful Nation. 

On this anniversary, we celebrate the leg-
acy of those who refused to allow adversity 
to diminish their spirit or extinguish their 
drive to help America live up to its promise 
of equality for all people. We also commemo-
rate our veterans and service members whose 
noble and selfless actions have inspired gen-
erations of men and women to follow in their 
footsteps and made our country a more hope-
ful place. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim July 26, 2008, as 
the 60th Anniversary of the Integration of 
the United States Armed Forces and urge 
all Americans to observe this day with appro-
priate programs, ceremonies, and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-third day of July, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand eight, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-third. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., July 25, 2008] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on July 28. 

Notice—Continuation of Emergency 
Regarding Export Control 
Regulations 
July 23, 2008 

On August 17, 2001, consistent with the 
authority provided to me under the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers Act 
(50 U.S.C. 170l et seq.), I issued Executive 
Order 13222. In that order, I declared a na-
tional emergency with respect to the unusual 
and extraordinary threat to the national secu-
rity, foreign policy, and economy of the 
United States in light of the expiration of the 
Export Administration Act of 1979, as 
amended (50 U.S.C. App. 2401 et seq.). Be-
cause the Export Administration Act has not 
been renewed by the Congress, the national 
emergency declared on August 17, 2001, 
must continue in effect beyond August 17, 
2008. Therefore, in accordance with section 
202(d) of the National Emergencies Act (50 
U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am continuing for 1 year 
the national emergency declared in Execu-
tive Order 13222. 

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
July 23, 2008. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
9:06 a.m., July 24, 2008] 

NOTE: This notice was released by the Office of 
the Press Secretary on July 24, and it was pub-
lished in the Federal Register on July 25. 

Message to the Congress on 
Continuation of the National 
Emergency Regarding Export 
Control Regulations 
July 23, 2008 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), provides for 
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date 
of its declaration, the President publishes in 
the Federal Register and transmits to the 
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Congress a notice stating that the emergency 
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision, 
I have sent to the Federal Register for publi-
cation the enclosed notice, stating that the 
emergency caused by the lapse of the Export 
Administration Act of 1979, as amended, is 
to continue in effect for 1 year beyond Au-
gust 17, 2008. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
July 23, 2008. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on July 24. 

Message to the Senate Transmitting 
the North Atlantic Treaty Protocols 
on the Accession of Albania and 
Croatia 
July 23, 2008 

To the Senate of the United States: 
I transmit herewith, for Senate advice and 

consent to ratification, Protocols to the North 
Atlantic Treaty of 1949 on the Accession of 
the Republic of Albania and the Republic of 
Croatia. These Protocols were adopted at 
Brussels on July 9, 2008, and signed that day 
on behalf of the United States and the other 
Parties to the North Atlantic Treaty. Also 
transmitted for the information of the Senate 
is the report of the Department of State, 
which includes an overview of the Protocols. 

NATO enlargement remains an historic 
success in advancing freedom, stability, and 
democracy in the Euro-Atlantic area. Albania 
and Croatia serve as two more examples of 
countries motivated by the prospect of 
NATO membership to advance significant 
and difficult political, economic, and military 
reforms. Their efforts and success dem-
onstrate to other countries in the Balkans and 
beyond that NATO’s door remains open to 
nations willing to shoulder the responsibil-
ities of membership. I am pleased that, with 
the advice and consent of the Senate, these 
new democracies can soon join us as mem-
bers of this great Alliance. 

I ask the Senate to join me in advancing 
the cause of freedom and strengthening 
NATO by providing its prompt advice and 

consent to ratification of these Protocols of 
Accession. My Administration stands ready 
to assist you in any way we can in your delib-
erations. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
July 23, 2008. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on July 24. 

Remarks on the President’s Freedom 
Agenda 
July 24, 2008 

Thank you all. Please be seated. Henrietta, 
thank you for the kind introduction. I am 
honored to join you all today to express 
America’s solidarity with those who yearn for 
liberty around the world. 

Captive Nations Week was first observed 
in 1959, at a time when Soviet communism 
seemed ascendant. Few people at that first 
gathering could have envisioned then what 
the—that the cold war would end the way 
it did, with the triumph of the shipyard work-
ers in Poland, a Velvet Revolution in Prague, 
the fall of the Berlin Wall, and the peaceful 
collapse of the Soviet Union. Captive Nation 
Week is a chance for us to reflect on that 
remarkable history, and to honor the brave 
dissidents and democracy activists who 
helped secure freedom’s victory in the great 
ideological struggle of the 20th century. 

Captive Nation Week is also a chance to 
reflect on the challenges we face in the 21st 
century: the challenge of the new ideological 
struggle against violent extremism. In this 
struggle, we can go forward with confidence. 
Free nations have faced determined enemies 
before and have prevailed, and we will pre-
vail again. 

I appreciate your leadership of USAID, 
Henrietta, and I want to thank all those who 
work for this very important agency. I appre-
ciate you being on the frontlines of compas-
sion and decency and liberty. 

I’m honored to be here with the Secretary 
of Commerce, Carlos Gutierrez. The Cuban 
dissidents have no better friend than Carlos 
Gutierrez. Think about America: Carlos was 
raised—born in Cuba. Today he sits in the 
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